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Barbarians

In Germany the progress of art and science was hindered by
the wars which followed one another, from Charles V to the
war of the Spanish Succession. The nation was poverty-
stricken, the princes were poor. One had to think first of
all of recultivating the soil, in order to make sure of the
most indispensable sustenance. One had to introduce manu-
factures in order to exploit the available raw materials. This
task engrossed the nation almost exclusively, and prevented
it from ridding itself completely of the barbarism which
still clung to it.                       FREDERICK THE GREAT, 1775

Barbarians from of old; having become barbarian in their
industry, their learning, and even their religion, profoundly
incapable of any divine emotion, infected to the marrow
with every degree of excess and penury, distasteful to every
well-bred soul, dull and inharmonious as the shards of a
discarded vessel. It is a harsh thing to say, yet I say it ; because
it is the truth; I cannot imagine any people more disrupted
than the German. Artisans you see, but no human beings ;
thinkers, but no human beings ; priests, but no human beings ;
lords and serfs, youths and persons of mature years, but no
human beings.                         FRIEDRICH HOLDERLIN, 1799

I tell you: there is nothing sacred that is not profaned,
nothing that is not degraded to the level of a miserable
expedient by this people, and what even among the savages
preserves its divine purity is practised by these calculating
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